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AUTHORIZING THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMER-

ICA TO PROCLAIM THE FIRST MONDAY IN FEBRUARY OF EACH

YEAR AS NATIONAL CHILDREN'S DENTAL HEALTH DAY

FEBRUARY 26 (legislative day, JANUARY 29), 1951.—Ordered to be printed

Mr. MCCARRAN, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted
the following

REPORT

[To accompany S. 3361

The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill
(S. 336) to amend Public Law 441, Eighty-first Congress, so as to
provide for the annual proclamation of National Children's Dental
Health Day, having considered the same, reports favorably thereon,
with amendments, and recommends that the bill, as amended, do
pass.

AMENDMENTS

Strike out all after the enacting clause, and insert in lieu thereof
the following:
That the President of the United States is hereby authorized to issue a procla-

mation annually setting aside the first Monday in February of each year, as
National Children's Dental Health Day and to invite all agencies and organiza-
tions interested in child welfare to unite upon that day in the observance of such
exercises as will call to the attention of the people of the United States the funda-
mental necessity of a continuous program for the protection and development of
the dental health of the Nation's children.

Amend the title so as to read:
A bill authorizing the President of the United States of America to proclaim

the first Monday in February of each year as National Children's Dental Health
day.

The purpose of the amendments is to rephrase the language of the
bill so that it will not have the effect of amending a public law which
by its language has expired.
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PURPOSE

The purpose of the bill as amended, is to authorize the President
of the United States to issue a proclamation each year setting aside
the first Monday in February of each year as National Children's
Dental Health Day.

STATEMENT

It may not be realized generally, but the dental health of the adult
is dependent upon the dental attention he receives as a child. Surveys
made in recent years reemphasize the extremely high incidence and
prevalence of dental diseases. It has been shown that as high as 50
percent of 2-year-old children have one or more decayed teeth. By
the time children reach school age, they usually have at least three
primary teeth attacked by decay. Fourteen percent of all children
experience decay in their first permanent molars.
It is highly important that national attention be focused on the

need for care of the dental diseases of children so as to catch these
diseases in their incipiency and prevent difficulty in adult life. One
way in which to do this is to set aside a specific day upon which inter-
ested organizations may join in a program designed to stimulate
interest in the dental health of children.
The bill here proposed would provide for the designation of the

first Monday in February of each year to effect that purpose. The
committee is fully in accord with the objects of this legislation and
believes that it will serve a desirable purpose.
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